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1876 William 
Balmer’s 
blacksmith 
and farrier 
business 
occupies 
his one-story 
building.

1894 Balmer builds 
a three-story 
building on the site 
of his old shop.

1897 One story 
added. William 
H. Balmer, MDV 
(son?) opens 
a veterinarian 
practice.

History of 23 Church Street



1897-1930 The building houses a variety of businesses, 
including an interior decorator, a stained glass artist, 
a carpenter, a metal shop, an electrician, and a sign 
maker.

April 1936 The four-story building is torn down and a 
new building is under construction.



October 1936 An Art Deco showroom for the 
Cambridge Gas and Electric Light Company opens.





1947 First Church of Christ, Scientist, Cambridge, 
purchases the building for use as a Christian Science 
Reading Room. Over the next 70-plus years, the 
church will lease out one side of the building to various 
businesses, including women’s clothing, fine leather 
goods, beads, Raven Used Books, and the current 
tenant, Rodney’s Bookstore.



2015 The church learns from Charles Sullivan, the 
Executive Director of the Cambridge Historical 
Commission, that there used to be lights outlining the 
details of the building’s Art Deco facade. They start to 
explore the idea of restoring the lights.

2022 The building needs 
general maintenance 
of the roof and facade; 
the Cambridge Historical 
Commission awards the 
church a grant to help 
restore the outside of the 
building, including the 
lights. 

The Cambridge Historical Commission provides original 
blueprints that show exactly how the lights were 
constructed.



2022-2023 Finding someone to replicate the 1936 
design and fabricate the lights proves difficult and 
takes almost two years of searching. The church talks 
to many companies that simply don’t understand 
or aren’t interested in being involved. Finally, the 
church discovers Poyant Signs, a local expert in sign 
design and building. The representative from Poyant 
immediately sees that this is an opportunity to be part 
of something special and help re-create a piece of 
art. Their precise application of their craft results in a 
building identical in appearance to the original, yet 
utilizing modern technology. The LEDs they install will last 
for years and use very little electricity, as opposed to 
the original Lumiline Lamps, which lasted hundreds of 
hours and consumed lots of energy.
2025 This project has taken more than three years from 
the awarding of the grant to the finishing of the lights. 
It has involved many talented people: Charles Sullivan 
at the Cambridge Historical Commission, who sparked 
the whole idea and has been an enormous support 
along the way, Marcos Almada at Almada Restoration, 
who restored the facade, Rodrigo Almeida at RB Farina 
Roofing, who repaired the roof, Jason Fredette and 
the skilled designers and craftspeople at Poyant Signs, 
who designed, fabricated and installed the lighting, 
and Tom Kuik at Kuik Electrical, the master electrician 
who designed and constructed the circuitry that 
powers the lights. We hope that passersby will enjoy the 
beauty and light of this unique piece of Cambridge 
architectural history for many years to come!




